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Distinguished Restaurants of North America Returns to Dallas 
Stars Above Texas Conference Features Fine Cuisine from Favorite Dallas Chefs 
DALLAS, TX (October 12, 2009) – After several years, Distinguished Restaurants of North America (DiRōNA) returns to the Dallas spotlight to host its 2009 Annual Reunion and Educational Conference, Stars Above Texas. The event will bring owners and operators of distinguished restaurants across North America to the Rosewood Crescent Hotel on October 25 through October 27, 2009. 
The event will showcase many of Dallas’s favorite chef personalities: Kent Rathbun of Abacus, Jasper’s and Rathbun’s Blue Plate Kitchen, Stephan Pyles of Stephan Pyles Restaurant, Tim Love of The Lonesome Dove Western Bistro and Dean Fearing of Fearing’s Restaurant. Special guest speakers include Kay Bailey Hutchinson, U.S. State Senator, Sid Cook, Master Cheesemaker of Carr Valley Cheese and Dawn Sweeney, CEO of the National Restaurant Association. 
The overall conference program is designed to promote local flavors and artful cuisine with guests and venues that highlight the very best of Dallas culture. Highlights include the conference kick-off night at the Nasher Sculpture Garden, with celebrity chefs offering attendees a true taste of Texas. Celebrity chefs Kent Rathbun and Tim Love will prepare a special menu of Texas cuisine amid the garden’s famous art collections. For restaurant owners, the conference will feature workshops focused on trends in food, wine, finance, operations, and social media. The closing event will be a gala dinner at the Crescent Ballroom, where DiRōNA will honor its 2009 Hall of Fame inductees and welcome the new class of 2010 into the DiRōNA family—the mark of excellence in distinguished dining. 

“I look forward to showing off my home town to our distinguished guests,” notes Bill Hyde, DiRōNA’s Chairman and owner of several local restaurants, including Abacus and Jasper’s. “Our conference will offer education, culture, and cuisine—with a focus on the Texas features and flavors that set our region apart. I am proud to host our guests here in Dallas, a distinguished setting for the ‘movers and shakers’ in distinguished dining.”  
For more information about the Stars Above Texas conference, visit www.dirona.com. 

###

The Distinguished Restaurants of North America is a non-profit organization that, by recognizing excellence, seeks to promote distinguished dining throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico. The organization was founded in 1990 with a mission to serve as the authority for recognizing and promoting excellence in dining.

