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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Vancouver Chef/Restaurateur to be Inducted into DiRōNA Hall of Fame at 2010 Education Conference 
Toronto, ON - The Distinguished Restaurants of North America (DiRōNA) is pleased to announce that Pino Posteraro will be the 2010 inductee into DiRōNA Hall of Fame.

Giussepe (Pino) Posteraro was born in Lago, Italy in 1964. He studied in Europe with Armando Zanetti and worked in several well-known restaurants in Europe and Singapore before moving to Canada, where his brother had settled and opened a successful restaurant. In 1999, Posteraro opened Cioppino’s Mediterranean Grill, providing Vancouver with an outstanding Italian-Mediterranean restaurant. He also operates Cioppino’s Enoteca, a more casual venue adjacent to the Mediterranean Grill. 

Posteraro has garnered many awards over the years, including winner of the 2007 Vancouver Gold Medal Plates, 2008 Vancouver Magazine’s Chef of the Year and 2009 Restaurant of the Year. Posteraro has also been inducted into the Italian Cultural Centre’s Hall of Fame and the Gold Medal Plates Hall of Fame. 

In recognition of his achievements, Chef Posteraro will be inducted into the DiRōNA Hall of Fame at the culminating event of the organization’s 2010 Educational Conference—the Grand Gala, which will take place September 22, 2010 at the Royal York Hotel in Toronto, Canada. 

The DiRōNA Hall of Fame was established in 1993 with the initial induction of 14 members. Since that time, honorees are selected and honored annually at the formal awards gala that takes place during the DiRōNA Educational Conference. Nominees are solicited from the DiRōNA membership and then presented to the Nominating Committee and Board of Directors. Candidates qualify by having at least 25 years of dedicated service and by making significant contributions to the distinguished dining industry.
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About Distinguished Restaurants of North America (DiRoNa)
DiRoNa, an independent, non-profit organization, was established in 1990 to recognize and promote excellence in fine dining. It hires independent inspectors to explore nominated restaurants across the United States, Canada, and Mexico to find those worthy of the DiRoNa distinction. To be eligible, restaurants must be in operation and under the same ownership and theme for a minimum of three years.  The rigorous, anonymous inspection process scrutinizes every aspect of the dining experience from food to decor. To date, fewer than 800 restaurants have received the DiRoNa distinction.

